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COMMENTS ON RECENT DECISIONS. 593 

The Law of Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors in the 
State of Illinois ; Being an Analysis of an Act Concerning 
Voluntary Assignments, Approved May 22, 1877, in Force July i, 
1877, and Amended by Acts in Force July i, 1879, and July i, 1883, 
and a Collation of all the Decisions of the Supreme and Appellate 
Courts of Illinois in which the Act has been Construed. By Sydney 
Richmond Taber, of the Chicago Bar. Chicago: E. N. Myers 
& Co., Law Publishers, 1893. 

This is a very creditable little volume of some one hundred pages, in 
■which the author attempts to answer the inquiries: "What does the 
Illinois Assignment Act mean ? how have its several parts been construed 
by the Courts ? what are the rights and duties of insolvent debtors, of 
assignees, of creditors, and of the courts whose jurisdiction is invoked in 
this behalf? In a word, touching the subject of voluntary assignments, 
what is the law of Illinois?" In carrying out his purpose, Mr. Taber 
first gives the Assignment Act of Illinois of May 22, 1877, as amended by 
the Act of July i, 1877, and the Act of July i, 1-883, in full. He then 
treats of the assignment proper, first giving an analysis of the statute and 
then a synopsis of the principal decisions of the Court. At the end of 
this chapter, on pages 40 to 45 inclusive, we find a very good table of 
leading cases. The second chapter deals with the assignor, the third with 
the assignee, the fourth and last with the Court. Of course, the book is 
only useful to Illinois lawyers. To these it will prove a very handy little 
volume on a subject of importance to the practitioner. 

W. D. L. 



COMMENTS ON RECENT DECISIONS. 

By R. C. McMurtrie, LL.D. 

Sunday Laws. 



I beg to suggest that Mr. Ringgold, in his article in the November 
'92 number of the American Law Register and Review, has over- 
looked a matter of history of great importance in the argument. Prior to 
the Revolution, not only Christianity, but Protestant Christianity, was estab- 
lished by law in this province. The Test Act was enforced in Pennsylva- 
nia. Has there been any abolition of this religion ? Absolute toleration 
and a nominal equality exist, and as respects Christian sects, so far as a pro- 
hibition of exclusive privileges goes, there is a real equality before the law. 

The gist of his argument is that the Sunday laws are passed in the 
interest of or as supporting the views of Christians, and this he contends 
is unconstitutional. Where does such reasoning lead to? Stated ab- 
stractly it is : " No legislation is lawful that has as its real motive the 
enforcing of any conduct because of a real or supposed obligation of 
Christianity." 

The Sunday laws are doubtless the offspring of a very small part of 
Christendom. Puritanism is the parent, and nothing shows the power of 
the members of this little narrow-minded sect than the way they have 



